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a century ago, President Chester Arthur inaugu-
rated the first concert right here in the East
Room. And 20 years later, Theodore Roosevelt
made showcasing the world’s finest musicians
in this room a standing tradition. Pablo Casals
was among the first artists Theodore Roosevelt
invited to perform, in 1904.

It was more than 50 years later that the con-
cert to which Martin referred at the outset of
the performance tonight occurred, when Casals
came back for another East Room performance
when President and Mrs. Kennedy lived here.
This was made even more momentous, of
course, by the fact that his performance was
enjoyed not simply by Cabinet members and
diplomats gathered in the room but by Ameri-
cans of all walks of life who could tune in on
their radio stations and hear the concert.

Hillary and I are very proud that we’re able
to continue this fine tradition tonight to have
the finest of music, from classical to jazz to
opera to gospel, with all Americans. We’re hon-
ored to celebrate with you the 10th anniversary
of ‘‘Performance Today.’’ It has been an extraor-
dinary effort by National Public Radio. In just
10 years ‘‘Performance Today’’ has become an
important part of the lives of so many of our
fellow Americans—1.5 million Americans in
more than 200 communities listen to ‘‘Perform-
ance Today’’ every single week, and I know its
audience will surely grow. If every American
could hear what we heard tonight, there would

be a fire sale on radios throughout America and
everyone would want 10 or 20 more.

We want to do what we can to continue to
support the young musicians we’ve heard to-
night—and I consider them all young. [Laugh-
ter] Even 50 is young to me. [Laughter] As
part of our White House Millennium Initiative,
we’ll host a series of cultural showcases shining
a spotlight on the next generation’s most prom-
ising musicians, celebrating their great American
creativity. Who knows what great musicians and
composers will enliven our concert halls and
airwaves in the 21st century—the next Marsalis
or Graves or Roberts or Galway or Perahia or
Ngwenyama? And thank you, young lady, by
the way, for sticking up for the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, as well. We appreciate you
very much.

All of these great performers who have been
here tonight have made us feel a little more
alive, a little more human, and a little more
noble. We thank them. And perhaps the best
way we can honor their gift to us tonight is
by resolving to celebrate the gifts of the future,
both in the White House and on ‘‘Performance
Today,’’ for many, many years to come.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Martin Goldsmith, host of NPR’s
‘‘Performance Today’’ program; and musician
Nokuthula Ngwenyama.

Message to the Congress on the National Emergency With Respect to
Sudan
November 3, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the International

Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(b), I hereby report to the Congress that
I have exercised my statutory authority to de-
clare that the policies of the Government of
Sudan constitute an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and foreign policy
of the United States and to declare a national
emergency to deal with the threat.

Pursuant to this legal authority, I have
blocked Sudanese governmental assets in the

United States. I have also prohibited certain
transactions, including the following: (1) the im-
portation into the United States of any goods
or services of Sudanese origin, other than infor-
mation or informational materials; (2) the expor-
tation or reexportation to Sudan of any non-
exempt goods, technology, or services from the
United States; (3) the facilitation by any United
States person of the exportation or reexportation
of goods, technology, or services from Sudan
to any destination, or to Sudan from any destina-
tion; (4) the performance by any United States
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person of any contract, including a financing
contract, in support of an industrial, commercial,
public utility, or governmental project in Sudan;
(5) the grant or extension of credits or loans
by any United States person to the Government
of Sudan; and (6) any transaction by any United
States person relating to transportation of cargo
to, from, or through Sudan, or by Sudanese
vessel or aircraft.

We intend to license only those activities that
serve U.S. interests. Transactions necessary to
conduct the official business of the United
States Government and the United Nations are
exempted. This order and subsequent licenses
will allow humanitarian, diplomatic, and journal-
istic activities to continue. Other activities may
be considered for licensing on a case-by-case
basis based on their merits. We will continue
to permit regulated transfers of fees and sti-
pends from the Government of Sudan to Suda-
nese students in the United States. Among the
other activities we may consider licensing are
those permitting American citizens resident in
Sudan to make payments for their routine living
expenses, including taxes and utilities; the im-
portation of certain products unavailable from
other sources, such as gum arabic; and products
to ensure civilian aircraft safety.

I have decided to impose comprehensive
sanctions in response to the Sudanese govern-
ment’s continued provision of sanctuary and sup-
port for terrorist groups, its sponsorship of re-
gional insurgencies that threaten neighboring
governments friendly to the United States, its
continued prosecution of a devastating civil war,
and its abysmal human rights record that in-
cludes the denial of religious freedom and inad-
equate steps to eradicate slavery in the country.

The behavior of the Sudanese government di-
rectly threatens stability in the region and poses
a direct threat to the people and interests of
the United States. Only a fundamental change
in Sudan’s policies will enhance the peace and
security of people in the United States, Sudan,
and around the world. My Administration will
continue to work with the Congress to develop
the most effective policies in this regard.

The above-described measures, many of
which reflect congressional concerns, will imme-
diately demonstrate to the Sudanese government
the seriousness of our concern with the situation
in that country. It is particularly important to
increase pressure on Sudan to engage seriously
during the current round of negotiations taking
place now in Nairobi. The sanctions will also
deprive the Sudanese government of the mate-
rial and financial benefits of conducting trade
and financial transactions with the United States.

The prohibitions set forth in this order shall
be effective as of 12:01 a.m., eastern standard
time, November 4, 1997, and shall be trans-
mitted to the Congress and published in the
Federal Register. The Executive order provides
30 days in which to complete trade transactions
with Sudan covered by contracts that predate
the order and the performance of preexisting
financing agreements for those trade initiatives.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 3, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 4. The Exec-
utive order of November 3 is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Senate Action on Fast-Track Trade Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters
November 4, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. I just wanted
to test our stamina in the cold this afternoon.
[Laughter]

I am very pleased that the Senate has voted
with a very strong bipartisan majority to clear
the key procedural hurdle to pass trade negoti-
ating authority to expand American exports, cre-

ate American jobs, and strengthen American
leadership in the world.

Let me begin by thanking Senator Lott and
Senator Daschle for their strong leadership and
for the powerful arguments they made on behalf
of fast track and our national interests. Today’s
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